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KOOTENAI COUNTRY MONTANA CHAINSAW CARVING CHAMPIONSHIP

ABOUT THE EVENT

Chainsaw sculpture is an art form that is taking the world by storm. It has evolved from utility 
to folk art and is now taking its place on the world’s stage as a new fine art form. Much like the 
towns of Libby and Troy, Montana, chainsaw sculpture is a direct outgrowth of America’s tim-
ber heritage. We are proud to be able to shine a light on our communities and their rich heritage 
through this annual event.

The inaugural Kootenai Country Montana Chainsaw Carving Championship was a tremendous 
success by all measurements. The event was well received by not just the artists and specta-
tors, but also by the Libby community. Business and community leaders are still raving about the 
event, in fact the Libby Area Chamber of Commerce nominated the Kootenai Country Montana 
Chainsaw Carving Championship for its “Event of the Year” award for 2017.

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING

“Every part of this was great. We had a great time 

with very friendly people. We were very well 

looked after everywhere we went. The line-up 

couldn’t have been better. We’ll definitely be 

back.”
Danny Thomas - Competitor

Herefordshire, Wales, UK

“I really didn’t know what to expect from this 

competition. We’ve all seen the guys on the side 

of the road making bears and benches, and I 

didn’t know you could make a three-day contest 

out of this. But this was something else. Taking 

in three days of carving was an exceptional treat. 

The artists were incredible and the event was a 

great thing for our community.”

Amber Pacheco-Holm

President, Libby Area Chamber of Commerce

“It was an honor to work with such a great group 
and diverse carvers and crew. Everything was 
running top-notch and it was a pleasure making 
it a working vacation with my wife Janet. The 
people from the home town treated us like family. 
There’s just too much to see in one trip. Libby is 
the ideal place for the Montana experience and 
we can’t wait to come back.”

Wayne DeMoranville - Competitor
Boston, Massachusetts

“When I first heard of plans to host an international 

chainsaw carving contest I was intrigued and hopeful 

of a good showing of contestants as well as commu-

nity support. I attended all three days and was very 

impressed with the level of craftsmanship of the 

carvers, all unique and experts in their craft. Every 

lap around the competition revealed more of the 

artists’ vision. Listening to the crowd of onlookers, 

they all appreciated and were equally impressed with 

the competition. Events like this benefit our entire 

community.”

Gary Beach
Libby City Councilman
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WHAT IS KOOTENAI COUNTRY MONTANA?

This is your opportunity to be a part of Libby’s newest annual tradition, the Koo-
tenai Country Montana Chainsaw Carving Championship. In our first year we 
brought 15 of the world’s finest chainsaw artists to Libby for a three-day competi-
tion and public festival, witnessed by hundreds of residents and visitors alike. For 
2018, we’re expanding the field to 20 artists competing for nearly $15,000 in total 
prize money.

Put simply, Kootenai Country Montana is an organization dedicat-
ed to the promotion of tourism and recreational development in 
Lincoln County Montana. The organization sprang from the mind of 
Libby area entrepreneur Paul Bunn, who was launched the project 
as a way to promote Lincoln County to a national and international 
audience. It started with a website and a travel magazine, and then 
expanded to include event promotion, and finally an art gallery and 
charitable foundation. 

In 2017 Kootenai Country Montana launched four primary projects, 
beyond the magazine and website. We organized the first-ev-
er Wounded Warrior Weekend, including an off-road rally and 
veterans’ parade through downtown Libby, with all proceeds being 
donated to the Montana Wounded Warriors. We also created the 
Kootenai Country Montana Foundation, an IRS-approved 501(c)3 
non-profit, which provides organizational and financial support to 
smaller service and charitable organizations in Lincoln County. 
To date, the foundation has donated more than $12,000 to local 

groups.

Kootenai Country Montana moved into our offices at 906 Montana 
Avenue in Libby in the summer of 2017. Our offices were built 
around a fine art gallery designed to promote the  work of local and 
regional artists to both local customers and vistors traveling to and 
through Libby.

Our final project for 2017 was the inaugural Kootenai Country Mon-
tana Chainsaw Carving Championship. The event, held in Septem-
ber, featured 15 of the world’s finest chainsaw artists competing 
live on the streets of Libby. For three days the smell of sawdust 
and the sound of chainsaws filled the air as competitors battled 
head-to-head for more than $10,000 in prize money. The competi-
tion brought hundreds of visitors to Libby and created a buzz we’re 
sure will increase attendance and exposure in 2018.

We invite you to become a part of its future!
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

TITLE SPONSOR

Put your name on this event! The Title Sponsor’s name will appear before “Kootenai Country Montana Chainsaw Carving 
Championship,” on all media, advertising, posters, and in the event logo. This exclusive sponsorship includes:

•  Presence on event t-shirt
•  Full-page advertisement in event program
•  Large banner on program stage backdrop
•  Mention in all advertising and promotional material

•  Large banner to be displayed in food court area
•  4 event t-shirts
•  2 tickets to Carvers’ Dinner

Sponsorship commitment:  $25,000

Carve or Starve Sponsor

Chainsaw artists live by the motto of “carve or starve,” and the three Carve or Starve sponsors will be an essential piece of 
the championship’s success in 2018. As primary benefactors of the event, Carve or Starve sponsors will receive:

•  Logo on event t-shirt
•  Full-page advertisement in event program
•  Logo on large banner on front of event stage
•  Medium banner to be displayed in food court area

•  2 event t-shirts
•  2 tickets to Carvers’ Dinner

Sponsorship commitment:  $10,000

Chainsaw Sponsor

•  1/2 page ad in event program
•  Small banner in food court area
• Logo on social media and website
• Logo on event t-shirt
• 2 event t-shirts

Timber Sponsor

•  1/4 page ad in event program
•  Small banner in food court area
• Logo on social media and website
• Name on event t-shirt
• 2 event t-shirts

Commitment: $5,000 Commitment: $1,000

Cross-cut Saw Sponsor

•  Logo on sponsor’s page in event program
•  Logo on shared sponsors’ banner
•  Recognition on social media/website
•  2 event t-shirts

Hatchet Sponsor

Commitment: $500

•  Name on sponsors’ page in event program
•  Name on shared sponsors’ banner
•  Recognition on social media/website
•  1 event t-shirt

Commitment: $250

Special Quick-Carve Sponsor

Put your name on one of our three quick-carve contests during the 2018 championship. The quick-carve sponsors will 
select the theme for their quick-carve event as well as select the quick-carve winners. The quick-carve sponsors will also 
receive all the benefits of the Timber Sponsor package.

Commitment: $2,500


